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The Dinner Party

ROMAN

How can you defend your own values, how can you see your own retina, how
can you approach your own mother and how can you eat a whole, charcoaled

sheep’s head?

Undis Brekke is about 37-year-old Undis Brekke who returns to the farming
community she grew up in, in order to teach Norwegian at the local college, even
though she is thoroughly fed up with students. She arrives just in time for the annual

Christmas dinner at the faculty for Nordic studies, where she is forced to confront
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128 pages various scraps and pieces of her own childhood and adolescence that she has attempted
Original title: Undis Brekke to sweep under the carpet.
ISBN: 9788205457706

FOREIGN RIGHTS Betrayal, hope and anxiety, writer’s block, male and female exes, pre-menstrual

syndrome, childhood friends and parents are all potent ingredients in this portrait of a

RCW Literary Agency woman who is struggling to keep her head above water. How can you defend your
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044207 221 3717 own values, how can you see your own retina, how can you approach your own
rewlitagency.com mother and how can you eat a whole, charcoaled sheep’s head ... the novel addresses all

these issues.
RIGHTS SOLD TO

Denmark (Gyldendal) Few Norwegian writers can depict life's gravity with a more liberating

AWARDS
lightness than Gunnhild Qyehaug.
She has received several awards through her

authorship, such as the Dobloug Prize (2009), 5 out 0j< 6 stars
the Hunger Prize (2009) and Prince Eugen’s -VG
Culture Prize (2010).

Incredibly well composed ... an impressively tight and fast-paced novel.

OTHERTITLES
- Bergens Tidene
Knots (2004)
Wait, Blink (2008) , g : iy y - iy
Dt (2016) It's exhilaratingly well written, it's sharp and it's terrible and it's very
Present Tense Machine (2018) recognizable - also for for those who have never set foot on a small
town university .. The abrupt zoomings and all the layers lying there
talking with each other makes the novel a feast.
-NRK
As is fitting for this excellent entertainer, there is also darkness and
seriousness in Dyehaug's writing. [...]. Undis Brekke is a pleasurable
crisis novel that you'll be loath to put down.
- Aftenposten
A funny, unusually well-written book ... moves elegantly from vivid
RCW Literary Agency depictions of the disgusting head which is about to be eaten, through

sharp observations of vrofessors of Norwegian at a party, to more
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vilnerable sections on longing, growing up and a difficult mother-

daughter relationship.

- Dagsavisen

Art and life are connected in @yehaug's book, which achieves both, by
sharpening its skills in at least two important verbs: thinking and

looking.

- Dagens Neeringsliv

Gunnhild @yehaug

Gunnhild Gyehaug (b. 1975) lives in Bergen. She teaches at
the Academy of Creative Writing in Hordaland and has
been an editor of the literary journals Kraftsentrum and
Vagant, and a literary critic in Morgenbladet and
Klassekampen.

She made her debut with the poetry collection Slave of the

Blucberry in 1998. After a short story collection (Knots, 2004) and an essay collection
(Chair and Ecstasy, 2006), she had her great breakthrough with her first novel, Wair,
Blink in 2008. The novel was published to great acclaim in Denmark (Gyldendal),
Sweden (Forum) and Germany (Suhrkamp). A film version of the novel will premiere
late 2015.
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