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Macbeth

#1 New York Times bestselling author Jo Nesbø retells Macbeth, one of Shakespeare’s
darkest and most tragic plays.

Set in the 1970s in a run-down, rainy industrial town, Jo Nesbo’s Macbeth centers
around a police force struggling to shed an incessant drug problem. Duncan, chief of
police, is idealistic and visionary, a dream to the townspeople but a nightmare for
criminals. The drug trade is ruled by two drug lords, one of whom — a master of
manipulation named Hecate — has connections with the highest in power, and plans to
use them to get his way.

Hecate’s plot hinges on steadily, insidiously manipulating Inspector Macbeth: the head
of SWAT and a man already susceptible to violent and paranoid tendencies. What
follows is an unputdownable story of love and guilt, political ambition, and greed for
more, exploring the darkest corners of human nature, and the aspirations of the
criminal mind.

“Inventive and deeply satisfying /.../ [Nesbo] offers a dark but
ultimately hopeful Macbeth, one suited to our troubled times. /.../
Nesbo is the greatest contemporary writer of the thriller”
- James Shapiro, The New York Times Book Review, US

“A clever reengineering of one of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedies”
- Publishers Weekly, US

“Nesbø infuses the mythic elements of the tragedy with bold strokes of
horrific, Don Winslow–like drug-war realism. The result displays in a
strikingly original way both the timelessness of Shakespeare’s art and
the suppleness of noir to range well beyond the strictures of formula.”
- Booklist *Starred Review*, US

Jo Nesbø

Jo Nesbø (b. 1960) is a musician, songwriter, and
economist, as well as one of the leading crime writers in the
world. He is recognized for having widened the scope of
the thriller with his unusual literary qualities and ambitions,
his psychological insights and his in-depth knowledge of
life in a modern, globalized world. His books have garnered countless international
awards, sold more than 40 million copies, and been translated into 50 languages. In
addition to the Harry Hole series he is the author of stand-alone novels Headhunters,
The Son, Blood on Snow and Midnight Sun, as well as several children’s books in the
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